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MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD

" ~en we first began
VVO;ganiZing farm workers

and formed the National Farm
Workers Association 25 years ago,
we took the first step in becoming
what we are today: the United
Farm Workers - a union.

We are, first and foremost, a
union. We are like any other
union whose purpose is to improve
the lives of its members through
the process of collective bargaining
which American workers have tra­
ditionally used to escape poverty
and raise their standard of living.

But from the earliest days on, we
understood that we had a mission
broader than ourselves, a mission
not limited to improving the lives
of our own members, a mission
with implications for all society,
not just farm workers. Because of
that, many people rightly perceived
that we were more than a union.

Our mission is food. It is the
food we produce that marks our
people and fashions the special
bond which has endured for 25
years between farm workers and
millions of consumers across North
America who have rallied to our
cause. It is the bounty of food we
produce - but too often don't
share in - that has touched the
hearts and consciences of so many
people.

Because our mission is food, our
vision cannot be confined to
wages, hours, and working condi­
tions. We must also battle for food
untainted by toxics, food safe to
eat and free from dangerous
pesticides which imperil farm
workers and consumers, and food
to be sold at a fair price to
consumers.

"The Wrath of Grapes," the
theme of our current boycott of
California table grapes, symbolizes
the threat to farm workers from
working with dangerous pesticides
in the fields and the threat to con­
sumers from eating pesticide resi­
dues on table grapes and other
farm produce.

We will continue to tell the
North American people the truth
about how toxic chemicals are
poisoning farm workers and con­
sumers. How could we do other­
wise? If food is our mission, how
could we not be just as concerned
about the slow but relentless
poisoning of consumers from pesti­
cide residues as we are about the
thousands of our own farm
workers poisoned by pesticides
annually?

We know our opponents are
haughty with wealth and power,
which are their allies. They own
the land. They influence how the
laws are enforced or, more often,
not enforced. The boycott - and
the truth - are the only weapons
in our nonviolent arsenal. Their
ally is money; our ally is time.

For us, the challenge is clear.
There is nothing more important
to us than the health and lives of
farm workers and their children.
There is nothing more important
that we share in common with the
consumers of North America than
the safety of the food supply which
we all depend upon.

There is nothing more important
we can do than spend our lives in
this good fight. And with the
unbounded support our cause con­
tinues to enjoy from decent men
and women everywhere, we shall
win in the end.

Hace 25 aflos tomamos el
primer paso para llegar a ser 10
que somos ahora: La Union De
Trabajadores Campesinos,
AFL-CIO.

Desde luego, somos un sindi­
cato como cualquier otro que
por medio de negociaciones
colectivas, ayuda a sus socios a
escapar de la pobreza y a
mejorar su nivel de vida.

Pero tambien somos mas que
un sindicato. Tenemos una
mision mas amplia que nosotros
mismos. Nuestra mision es la
propia comida. Es la comida
que nuestro sudor produce 10
que senala ese vinculo especial
entre campesinos y consumidores.

Es la comida que nuestro tra­
bajo produce, que frecuentemente
no comparten con nosotros -
10 que ha tocado el corazon y
la conciencia de millones de
consumidores quienes se han'
unido a La Causa.

Debido a ese vinculo especial
nuestro boicoteo de las uvas de
Calfornia, "La Ira De Las Uvas"
hace enfasis en la amenaza de
los pesticidas a los campesinos y
consumidores.

Sabemos que los rancheros
tienen grandes riquezas y poder.
Son los duenos de la tierra.
Tienen influencia sobre la
administracion de las leyes. Pero
nosotros tenemos el boicoteo ­
y la verdad - como armas
poderozas en el arsenal de la
noviolencia.

EI desafio es claro. No hay
nada mas importante que
podamos hacer con nuestras
vidas, tanto para los campesinos
como para los consumidores,
que luchar por la seguridad de
el abastecimiento de comida del
cual todos dependemos. Y con
el apoyo infinito que nuestra
causa continua disfrutando de
hombres y mujeres decentes por
donde quiera, finalmente
nosotros venceremos.





LUIS VALDEZ AND EL TEATRO CAMPESINO

Erom obscurity in the farm
fields of California to fame in

the bright lights of Broadways runs
the inspiring story of Luis Valdez
and El Teatro Campesino.

Born of farm worker parents in
Earlimart, near Delano, Valdez
worked in the fields before study­
ing drama at San Jose State Uni­
versity. Early in the 1965 grape
strike, he heard Dolores Huerta
speak, later met Cesar Chavez, and
got the go-ahead to form a farm
worker theatrical company.

With a small group of farm
workers, Valdez began writing and
producing "actos," little skits per­
formed for farm workers in the
fields, on flatbed trucks, and in
makeshift meeting halls. The skits
ridiculed the stereotypes that even
farm workers themselves had taken
for granted - that they were
nothing but poor, ignorant tools of
growers who by virtue of wealth
alone had the right to control their
lives.

Valdez' playlets were little
masterpieces that made farm
workers howl with glee over the
pompous mannerisms and behavior
of growers and politicians, weep
over their own tragic living and

working conditions, ponder and
gradually reject the injustice of
their situation, and, finally,
become outraged enough to walk
out of fields, join the strike and
throw themselves wholeheartedly
into the solidarity of the union.

Valdez gradually extended the
scope of the company and began
touring the country to dramatize
the plight and cause of farm
workers and gain support for the
boycott. National attention and
recognition followed fast, first with
an off-Broadway Obie Award in
1969 and the Los Angeles Drama
Critics Circle Award in 1969 and
again in 1972.

In the 1970s, El Teatro Campe­
sino won international praise
during six tours of the European
continent. One production used on
the tour was "La Carpa de los
Rasquachis," which Valdez adapted
as "El Corrido" for PBS television.
He later won an Emmy for writing
and directing "Los Venidos."

In 1978, after appearing in
"Which Way Is Up?" with Richard
Pryor, Valdez wrote the musical,
"Zoot Suit," which became a stage
hit in New York. "Zoot Suit" was
the first play by a Chicano play­
wright / director to be presented on
Broadway's "Great White Way."
Three years later, he directed the
movie version for Universal
Studios, and it was also widely
acclaimed.

In April 1983, Valdez wrote
another musical, "Corridos," which
received the "Best Picture" award
from the San Francisco Bay Area
Theatre Critics Circle. His current
projects are a comedy, "I Don't
Have to Show You No Stinking
Badges"; a television adaptation of
"Corridos"j and a new movie for
Columbia Pictures, "La Bamba:
The Richie Valens Story."

Valdez' faithfulness to his roots is
best summed up in the citation of
an honorary Doctorate of Arts
bestowed on him by Columbia
College in Chicago: "Your artistry
honors the Mexican-American
heritage and gives crucial strength
and coherence to the struggle for a
decent life and justice for those
who work the American land."

Luis lives with his wife, Lupe,
and three boys - Anahuac,
Kinan, and Likan - in San Juan
Bautista, California, which is also
the home base of El T eatro
Campesino.

Desde los campos de Califor­
nia, hasta las luces de los
teatros de Broadway surgi6 la
Figura de Luis Valdez y EI
Teatro Campesino.

Luis naci6 en Earlimart de
padres campesinos. Labor6 en
los campos hasta que fue a la
Universidad Estatal en San
Jose, donde estudi6 Arte
Dramatico. A principios de la
primera huelga de la uva,
1965-70, Valdez escuch6 a
Dolores Huerta en un discurso
en la Universidad y posterior­
mente conoci6 a Cesar Chavez
donde con entusiasmo inici6 la
idea de un teatro campesino.

Fue asi que con unos cuantos
campesinos, Valdez empez6 a
escribir y producir los "Actos"
presentandolos en los campos,
en salones y plataformas de
camiones para los huelgistas.

Los temas de sus actos ridicu­
lizaban los estereotipos a que
los campesinos eran sujetos. Sus
actos han sido obras maestras
del Teatro Popular.

La carrera de Luis Valdez y
su compania sigue aderante. Ha
ganado muchos premios y sus
obras siguen teniendo exito con­
quistando nuevos publicos.





THE CANADIAN LABOUR CONGRESS

A s the United Farm
Workers of America cele­

brates the 25th anniversary of its
birth, it pays special honor to the
Canadian Labour Congress for its
selfless support of U.S. farm
workers over the past two decades.

Past CLC presidents Donald
McDonald, Joe Morris, and Dennis
McDermott in the first two table
grape boycotts in the 1960s and
'70s and current president Shirley
G. E. Carr during the present table
grape boycott have inspired their
two million members to embrace
the cause of American farm workers
as if it were their own - acts of
friendship and compassion for their
brothers and sisters that put into
practice all that the word solidarity
implies.

From that day 20 years ago when
UFW boycotters set foot in Toronto
during the first grape boycott until
Cesar Chavez' October 1985 cross­
country tour when Toronto raised
the Black Eagle above City Hall on
Grape Boycott Day, Canadians
have opened their hearts, doors,
and pocketbooks to aid belea­
guered U.S. farm workers.

At the forefront of that support
were the CLC and its affiliate

members who, in the first grape
boycott, inspired Canadians from
the Atlantic provinces to British
Columbia to quit eating grapes,
picket supermarkets, hold vigils,
fast, get arrested - actions that
played a key role in helping the
UFW win contracts with grape
growers in 1970.

"Key role" was no exaggeration
in the first grape boycott, nor was
it during the second in the
mid-'70s. The CLC-affiliated food
unions applied the "hot cargo"
provision to grapes, and that,
along with the boycott actions of
millions of Canadians, pressured
supermarkets into honoring the
boycott. One set of facts reflects
how strong Canadian boycott sup­
port was in the '70s: U.S. grape
imports were cut 20% on a Canada­
wide basis, 40% in Toronto, and
50% in British Columbia.

But the CLC didn't support the
UFW only at home. In 1969, the
United Auto Workers' Dennis
McDermott led a CLC-sponsored
delegation to join strikers on the
picket line in California. And in
1975, he again led a CLC­
sponsored group of 75 labor,
religious, student, and community
supporters who participated in the
UFW's Second Constitutional Con­
vention in Fresno, where they were
all but blown out of the conven­
tion hall by the roars of grateful
delegates.

After the convention, the entire
delegation marched with Cesar
Chavez on the last leg of his
1,000-mile, two-month march to
explain the new farm labor law to
farm workers. And then 25 experi­
enced organizers remained in Cali­
fornia to help with the first elec­
tions under the new law. Their
efforts produced UFW victories in
San Diego, Delano, Salinas, Fresno,
Santa Maria, and Watsonville.

To the CLC, ;1 h;lIlJshake of
solidarity is n() mere s\'tnholiLal
gesture. Without preteme, they
translate it into boycotting, picket­
ing, letter-writing, providing office
space and resources, holding funJ­
raisers, and an almost endless
litany of other concrete help - in
1987 as they did in the past.

The UFW is deeply grateful to
the CLC and all Canadians for
shming our outrage at how brutally
U.S. agribusiness victimizes farm
workers, outrage Plato saw as
necessary for the achievement of
justice for all: "Justice will be
achieved for all citizens only when
those who do not suffer from injus­
tice feel the same sense of outrage
as do the victims of injustice."

El apoyo hist6rico del pais
vecino, Canada, a la lucha de
la Uni6n, no tiene com­
paraci6n. Pero en especial la del
Congreso Laboral Canadiense.
Su presidente actual es Shirley
G. E. Carr.

La palabra solidaridad para el
Congreso Laboral Canadiense
(CLC) tiene mucho significado.
Por tal motivo han jugado un
papel principal en nuestros
boicoteos. Pero hoy en dia
andan muy activos con el de la
uva.

Al momenta en que la UFW
celebra su aniversario es un
honor reconocer la solidaridad
incomparable del CLC en las
pasadas dos decadas, cuando
sus dos millones de miembros
tomar6n la lucha de los campe­
sinos como la suya propia.

Aquel dia de octubre de 1985,
cuando la bandera de la UFW,
con el aguila negra, fue alzada
en Toronto, Canada, en un dia
honrado al boicoteo a la uva,
los corazones de los canadienses
se abrieron mas para dar ayuda
a los campesinos.





" . .. .
JOHN HENNING - FRIEND OF FARM \VORKERS .

A s farm workers pause to
count their blessings on

the 25th anniversary of the birth
of their union, it is a sure thing
that there would be fewer to count
had it not been for many friends
whose dedication was so great you
would have sworn they were work,
ing for their own cause, not some'
one else's.

Such a friend is John Henning,
executive secretary,treasurer of the
California Labor Federation, AFL,
CIO, selected to receive a special
UFW anniversary award for his
selfless devotion to farm workers
that began before the union was
founded and has continued
undiminished to the present time.
And, since prophecy is primarily
prediction based on past events,
farm workers take great comfort in
another sure thing: John Henning
will remain their friend until his
last breath.

Henning's first efforts on behalf
of the Spanish,speaking and farm
workers began shortly after he took
a position with the California
Labor Federation in 1949, when he
targeted the Spanish,speaking for
voter registration and set up
leadership conferences for them.

Henning was instrumental in
establishing the Industrial Welfare
Commission that issued the first
work order on behalf of women
and children in agriculture. He also
worked to get farm workers
covered under the workers' com,
pensation law. Before the 1960

elections, he provided labor sup'
port for a massive voter registra,
tion drive conducted by the Com,
munity Service Organization,
which Fred Ross, Sr., Cesar
Chavez, and Dolores Huerta were
working for then.

As director of the California
State Department of Industrial
Relations from 1959 to 1962, Hen,
ning worked with Chavez and
Huerta to end the notorious
bracero program. In 1964, during
his five,year stint as Under
Secretary of Labor in the Kennedy
and Johnson Administrations,
Congress voted down this program
that had for nearly 20 years pro'
vided growers with cheap labor
and made organizing migrant farm
workers virtually impossible.

In 1967, President Lyndon John'
son appointed Henning ambas'
sador to New Zealand, a post he
occupied through 1969. After
returning to the California Labor
Federation in 1970, he was elected
executive secretary,treasurer, a
position he still holds. He wasted
no time getting back into the thick
of the farm worker struggle. He
immediately called all the San Joa,
quin Valley central labor councils
to a meeting in Delano to rally
support for the union.

In the early 1970s, Henning did
much to defeat Farm Bureau and
grower attempts to make organiz,
ing farm workers and boycotting
illegal, helped defeat Proposition
22, and stood side,by,side with
farm workers when growers and
Teamsters betrayed them by sign,
ing sweetheart contracts. He was
unwavering in providing financial
and moral support for the boycott
of grapes, lettuce, and Gallo wines
that followed.

Later, Henning worked to secure
unemployment insurance for farm
workers and was one of the key

figures in getting the Agricultural
Labor Relations Act passed in
1975. After the unsuccessful
attempt to gain further legal pro'
tection through Proposition 14 in
1976, he fought hard to keep the
ALRA funded and to turn back
every attempt by growers to
weaken the act.

Today, angered at how the
Deukmejian Administration has
destroyed the ALRA, Henning has
thrown his support behind the cur'
rent UFW table grape boycott.

Somehow, in spite of his own
duties and all his work for farm
workers, Henning has found time
to serve on many public boards
and commissions, most notably the
Board of Regents of the University
of California, to which he was
appointed in 1977.

Henning and his wife, Marguer,
itte, parents of seven children,
make their home in San Francisco.

Describir en poeas palabras el
labor de una figura como la de
John Henning a favor de la
causa campesina, es una tarea
muy dificil.

John Henning, Secretario,
Tesorero Ejecutivo de la Federa'
cion Laboral de California,
AFL-CIO, ha sido seleccionado
para recibir un tributo especial
en el 25 aniversario de la UFW
por su desinteresada devocion a
los campesinos, la cual empezo
desde antes de la fundacion de
la Union. Y continua hoy con
el mismo fervor de siempre.

En cada paso que ha dado en
su vida polftica y laboral ha
llevado en su mente a los cam­
pesinos. Su participacion fue
importante en lograr el Acta de
Relaciones Laborales Agricolas
en 1975, y en otras importantes
conquistas.





THOMAS R. DONAHUE, SECRETARY,TREASURER, AFL,CIO

~e United Farm Workers of
~ ~merica, AFL-CIO is hon­

ored to have as its twenty-fifth
anniversary keynote speaker,
Thomas R. Donahue, secretary­
treasurer of the AFL-CIO.

Donahue, elected in 1985 to his
fourth consecutive two-year term
as secretary-treasurer, brings with
him the congratulatory greetings of
AFL-CIO President Lane Kirkland
as well as the 33 vice-presidents
who along with Kirkland and Don­
ahue comprise the AFL-CIO Exec­
utive Council.

Donahue's presence represents a
long-standing relationship between
the AFL-CIO and UFW that grew
out of the federation's establish­
ment of the Agricultural Workers
Organizing Committee (AWOC) in
1958 and its first attempts to
organize farm workers in the 1960s.

At the same time, Cesar Chavez
was slowly building up the mem­
bership of the National Farm
Workers Association, and the
Filipino farm workers had emerged
as the strongest group in the
AWOC. After the Filipino workers
struck the Delano vineyards in late
September 1965 and soon after
were joined by Chavez and the
NFWA, AFL-CIO President George
Meany sent William Kircher, direc­
tor of organizing, to California to
solidify AFL-CIO support for farm
workers.

Through Kircher's efforts ­
including his participation in the
march to Sacramento in March­
April 1966 - the AWOC and
NFWA merged into the United
Farm Workers Organizing Commit­
tee (UFWOC) a few months after
the march. Nearly seven years
later, the UFWOC became the
United Farm Workers of America,
AFL-CIO. On September 23, 1973,
the UFW was granted its official
AFL-CIO charter, signed by Presi-

dent Meany and Lane Kirkland,
then secretary-treasurer.

Since the first grape strike until
the present, the AFL-CIO has
repeatedly offered generous support
to the union - strike benefits,
loans, organizers, and a variety of
resources for boycotts. On Febru­
ary 21, 1985, the AFL-CIO Execu­
tive Council, meeting in Bal Har­
bour, Florida, endorsed the current
UFW boycott of California table
grapes.

Donahue, 58, has held a variety
of positions in the labor move­
ment. From 1949 to 1957, he was
an organizer, director of publica­
tions, and business agent for Local
32B of the Service Employees Inter­
national Union in New York. The
next three years he spent in Paris
as European Labor Program Coor­
dinator for the Free Europe
Committee.

After his work in Paris, he was
first vice-president of the SElU
from 1960 to 1967. In 1967, Presi­
dent Johnson appointed him Assis­
tant Secretary of Labor for Labor­
Management Relations. He held
that position until 1969, when he
became assistant to SElU President
David Sullivan. From 1973 until
elected secretary-treasurer of the
AFL-CIO in 1979, he was execu­
tive assistant to President Meany.

Donahue is on the board of
directors of several organizations.
Among them are the Muscular
Dystrophy Association, National
Urban League, National Institute
for Dispute Resolution, Work in
America Institute, and the Brook­
ings Institution. He also holds
honory doctorates from Notre
Dame University and Loyola
University in Chicago.

Donahue and his wife, Rachelle,
are the parents of two children and
reside in Washington, D.C.

La Union de Campesinos de
America, AFL-CIO, se honra
en contar can Thomas R. Don­
ahue, Secretario-Tesorero de la
AFL-CIO, como principal ora­
dar en su 25 aniversario.

Donahue nos trae los saludos
del presidente de la AFL-CIO,
Lane Kirkland, y los 33 vicepre­
sidentesque junto con et
forman el Consejo Ejecutivo de
la Federacion Nacional de
Trabajadores. Y su presencia
representa la duradera relacion
entre la AFL-CIO y la UFW,
que naciera del establecimiento
del Comite Organizador Cam­
pesina AWOC, en 1958, y se
solidificara durante la huelga de
1965.

Desde aquella primera huelga
de la Uva hasta el presente, la
AFL-CIO ha ofrecido repetida­
mente su generoso apoyo a
nuestras luchas, can pago de
beneffcios de huelga, prestamos,
organizadores, y una variedad
de recursos para los boicoteos.
Desde el 21 de febrero de 1985
la AFL-CIO apoya oficialmente
el actual boicoteo campesino de
la uva de mesa de California.

Thomas R. Donahue, 58, ha
actuado en diversos puestos sin­
dicales desde 1949, y desde 1979
es el Secretario-Tesorero de la
AFL-CIO.
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WORDS AND DEEDS AND A SURGING SPIRIT

Cesar Chavez and 10,000 farm workers on pilgrimage from Delano to Sacramento, Spring 1966.

R eflected in the following pages, in spite of the limitation of having to choose from so many
words, so many telling moments frozen by the click of the camera, is the history of the birth of the

United Farm Workers 25 years ago, its gradual growth and surprising survival, its shattering defeats and stunning
successes, its ferocious enemies and faithful friends.

Underlying all the meetings and organizing, all the marches and demonstrations, all the strikes and boycotts,
all the beatings and jailings, all the prayers and fasts depicted in these pages, surged an indestructible spirit
impossible to capture in words and pictures, a spirit built on values that endure: love triumphs over hate, non­
violence over violence, courage over fear, human dignity over belittlement and abuse.

It is a spirit that sustained farm workers and their leaders in days of defeat and uplifted them in moments of
triumph, a spirit that evoked support from good men and women throughout America and the world, a spirit
that would not be broken as the United Farm Workers forged ahead with fierce determination to better the lives
of its own members and farm workers everywhere.

En las siguientes paginas, extraido de las miles de palabras y fotograffas disponibles, se condensa el nacimiento
y crecimiento de la Union de Campesinos sobre los ultimos 25 anos.

A traves de todas las juntas, marchas, huelgas, boicoteos, golpizas, encarcelamientos, ayunos y misas ­
grabadas en estas paginas - surgio un espfritu indestructible formado de valores duraderos: el amor, que vence al
odio; la nonviolencia a la violencia; el valor al miedo, la dignidad humana, al desprecio y al abuso.

Es el espfritu que ha sostenido a los campesinos y a sus Ifderes a traves de derrotas y triunfos, un espfritu que
evoco el apoyo de hombres y mujeres decentes de todas partes, un espfritu que no serfa destruido mientras la
Union de Campesinos siguio adelante con fiera determinacion para mejorar las vidas de sus propios miembros y
de los campesinos en todas partes.



Chinese laborers were among the first farm workers in California.

They migrated from crop to crop to find work.

They came seeking work and a better life.
They toiled in the fields of plenty 12 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

Buscaban trabajo y una vida mejor. Trabaja­
ban 12 horas al dfa, 7 dfas a la semana en los
campos adonde abunda tanta riqueza.

Farm workers had no job security.

Starvation wages affected their children.



BELOW: Even the children had to work.BOTTOM: They lived in misery while growers profited.

BELOW TOP: Unsanitary, sub-human living conditions
predominated.



BELOV.': Ranch committee delegates at first NFWA convention, Fresno,
Sept. 1962.

1962.. 1966

One by one they joined together to build
a union and fight injustice.

t 'no por uno se unieron a construir In
l nion y luchar en contra de las in]ustkia

ABOVE: (I to r) Cesar, BIas Dias, Philip Burton, Tony
Rios, Helen Chavez see victory when Gov. Pat Brown
signs the pension law, 1961.

BELOW: The Chavez family moves to Delano in March 1962 to
help farm "orkers organize their own union.



ABOVE: Hiram Samaniego, Cesar Chavez and Fred Ross, Sr. discuss CSO
tactics.

BELOW: The NFWA joins Filipino workers of the Agricultural Workers
Organizing Committee (AWOC) in the grape strike.

ABOVE: Dolores Huerta: "We Shall Be Heard," Sept.
1965.

BELOW: Walter Reuther (c) and the United Auto Workers offer
their support to Cesar Chavez (NFWA) and Larry ItHong (r)
(AWOC). Delano, Dec. 1965.



ABOVE TOP. Bill Kircher. LeRoy Chatfield, and Cesar Chavez discu s
AFL-CIO affiliation for the United Farm Workers Organizing CommIttee,
Delano, Aug. 1966.

BOITOM, Luis Valdez and the Teatro Campesino help dramatIze La
Causa for farm workers. 1969.

1966.. 1969

The Union's call for justice and commit~
ment to nonviolence gained the support of
people everywhere.

La llamada de 1a Union para 1a justicia y 1a
novio1encia gano e1 apoyo de los pueblos del
mundo entero.

ABOVE: Jim Drake of the California Migrant Ministry
offers church support to farm workers, 1967.

BELOW: Robert F. Kennedy joins Helen Chavez, Juana
Chavez (Cesar's mother), and 8,000 supporters at Delano
mass as Cesar ends his 25-day fast, Mar. 11, 1968.



ABOVe' Los Angeles picketers, like millions of others, support the grape
boycott, 1966·1970.

BELOW: Cesar photographing farm workers and volunteers as they take
the grape boycott to the cities, Milwaukee, Nov. 1969.

ABOVE TOP: A IJ.. limore resIdent shows solidarity with
La Causa, 1969.

BOTTOM: Toronto residents share UFWOC concern over
use of DDT and other pesticides, 1969.



ABOVE: Richard Chavez explaining union benefits to workers, Pearce,
Arizona, May 1972.

1969.. 1972

Wh a victory for grape workers, the
UFWOC turned to other crops to gain benefits
for all farm workers.

Con la victoria de los trabajadores de las
uvas, el UFWOC dio su atenci6n a otras
cosechas para ganar beneffcios a todos los
campesmos.

LeRoy Chatfield (standing r) and staff of RFK Medical
Plan for union members and their families, Sept. 1969.

BELOW: Signing of the grape contracts, Delano, July 29,1970. Standing (I to r) William Kircher, Jerry Cohen, Bishop Joseph Donnelly,
Monsignor George Higgins, Jerry Sherry, John Giumarra, Jr. Seated (I to r) Larry ltHong, Cesar Chavez, and John Giumarra, Sr.



ABOVE: UFWOC organizers in Texas. early 19705.

BELOW, Farm worker at rally, early 1970s

ABOVE: Over 7,000 lettuce workers walk out on strike in Salinas. Aug.
24. 1970.

BELOW: Farm workers read the UFWOC's publication. EI Malcriado,
Sept. 1972.



Farm workers keep a 24-hour vigil when Cesar is jailed in Salinas, December 1970.

Pete Velasco leads picketers when Farm Bureau proposes
repressive farm labor laws, June 1972.

Union <:ft"rts in California
,oundly defeat Proposition 22, an
anti-f"rm worker measure, in
NO\' 1972.

New York City labor unions sup­
port UFWOC lettuce boycott,
Fall 1970.

Dr. Jorge Prieto of UFWA
clinic is frisked at boycott
picket line in Chicago, Nov.
1973.

Los Angeles residents join
boycott of Safeway Stores,
1972.



BELOW: Striking farm workers show disdain for a labor
contractor and strike breaker, May 1973.

LEFf: Nan Freeman
(18 years old) was
killed Jan. 25, 1972
on a UFWOC picket
line in Belle
Glade, Florida.

Presentation of the cross symbolizing another day of
Cesar's fast in Phoenix, Arizona, May 1972.

LEFf: Rev. Leo Nieto, Board of Missions of United Methodist Church (I);
Rev. Chris Hartmire, executive director, California Migrant Ministry (c); and
other religious leaders at press conference during Cesar's 24-day fast,
Phoenix, Ariz., May 1972. RIGHT: Striking UFWOC workers protest grower.
Teamster conspiracy, 1972.



Ground-breaking at
Paolo Agbayani Retire­
ment Village for farm
workers, Delano,
Dec. 21, 1971.

ABOVE: Dr. Radebaugh and Cheryl Makr recruit volunteers to help staff
the union, Detroit, 1973.

BELOW: Dr. Peter Cummings, M.D., examines Fortunado Ariguen at the
UFW clinic in Delano, Nov. 1972.

1971.. 1973

I ncreased union membership and contracts
gained benefits and AFL-CIO recognition of
the United Farm Workers of America.

El aumento del numero de miembros y con­
tratos trajo beneficios y reconocimiento par el
AFL-CIO de la UFW.

UUllU\ lull
I

ABOVE: UFWOC members at annual meeting of the
Credit Union, Delano, Jan. 1973.

BELOW: Juan Huerta, field office director in King City,
assists a Paul Masson worker, Sept. 1972.

Cesar Chavez with William Kelly, Coca-Cola vice presi­
dent, after signing the first Florida contract, Feb 1972.



Cesar Chavez receives national charter from AFL·CIO President George Meany while Msgr. George C. Higgins witnesses, Washington, D.C.

First Constitutional Convention of the UFW, Fresno, Sept. 21, 1973.

Farm workers
demand UFW

contracts.

9"6'i<OWER'
SI3NI\/OW

,.' --
Florida delegates to first UFW convention, Fresno,
Sept. 21,1973.



Si se puede. Uno par uno la Union credo.
Habfa mucho que hacer.

1972.. 1975

Si se puede. One by one the UFW grew.
There was much to do.

ABOVE: Farm workers throughout the Central Valley
demand l:rowers sign UFW contracts, 1975.

BELOW: Manuel Chavez tells grower what melon workers
in San Luis, Arizona think of his offer, June 1972.

~-------- ----

D'Arrigo strike, Imperial Valley, Jan. 1973.

LEFf: March Fong (c) and UFW attorney, Jerry Cohen, investigate illegal
use of the pesticide Monitor 4, Mar. 1973.

RIGHT: Lupe Murguia (I) signs up new UFW member, 1973.



Deadly pesticides are applied with no concern for farm workers' health and safety.

Labor contractors exploit
non-union farm workers.
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ABOVE: Kern County sheriffs terrorize Marta Rodriguez at the Giumarra
Ranch in Arvin, July 1973.

BELOW: Marcelino Angeles shouts "Viva la huelga!" as Indio County
sheriff deputies arrest him.

LEFf: Kern County sheriffs arrest Frank Valenzuela, Marta Rodriguez,
and hundreds of farm workers and supporters at Giumarra Ranch, July
1973. RIGHT: EI Malcriado calls for unity and nonviolent action in the
face of the violence unleashed against the UFW.r--------------,

1973

Grape growers refuse to negotiate new
UFW contracts and call on the police and
courts to back them.

Los duenos de los vinedos rehusan negociar
nuevos contratos con la UFW y solicitan la
ayuda de la polida y de las cortes las cuales los
apoyan.

ABOVE: Striking workers kneel in nonviolent action at
White River Farms in Delano, Sept. 1972.

BELOW: Riverside County sheriffs arrive at UFW picket
lines in Coachella, April 1973.

I

~

,
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ABOVE: A woman mourns the death of a farm worker, Juan de
la Cruz funeral, Aug. 1973.

BELOW: Maxima de la Cruz at her husband Juan's funeral, Aug.
21,1973.

LEFf: Farm worker Nagi Daifullah is killed when fleeing from a
Kern County deputy sheriff, Lamont, Aug. 13, 1973.
RIGHT: Farm worker Juan de la Cruz (60 years old) is shot on
UFW picket line at Wheeler ranch, Aug. 16, 1973.

--------,

(I to r) Msgr. Higgins, Bishop Donnelly, Father John Banks, and
Marshall Ganz, national boycott director, assist in mediation talks,
1973.



L;AW members in Los Angeles,
1969.

Atlanta labor backs UFW, 1973.

1969.. 1974

Labor unions throughout the United
States, Canada, and Europe rallied to La
Causa.

Smdil atos en los EEUU, Canada y Europa
apoyaron a La Causa.

AFL·CIO solidarity on the East Coast, 1970

New York shopper urged to join the boycott.

UNITED
:ARM WORKERS

UAW members join lJFW picket line, 1973.

IVA
LA UUElGA



San Francisco labor pickets for UFW, Nov. 1973.

ABOVE: San Francisco religious and labor leaders organize
a caravan to go help UFW strikers, Sept. 1973.

"Human billboards" outside a
Chicago market, 1973.

Labor comes to the picket lines in
the fields.

Community and labor groups
support UFW, 1973.

Strikers prevent loading of 2,660
barrels of Gallo wine, Pier 1,
Oakland, Jan. 1974.

BELOW: Los Angeles trade unionists arrive in Delano,
July 1973, with a food caravan for striking workers.

UC Berkeley students adopt UFW strikers in a show of solidarity,
Feb. 1973.

------------------------------------------------~~



The Gallo boycott march from Modesto to San Francisco, 1975.

ABOVE: 20,000 farm workers and supporters join the Gallo march in
1975.

BELOW: Protest in Chicago against use of the pesticide Monitor 4, Mar.
1973.

1966.. 1975

By 1975 over seventeen million people sup­
ported the UFW boycotts.

En el ano de 1975 mas que diecisiete
millones de personas apoyaron a los boicoteos
de la UFW.

ABOVE: Boston rallies for UFW, Winter 1973.

BELOW: National Maritime Union in New York, July, 1969.



Union picketers outside of
AWOC office in support of first
grape boycott, 1966.

AFT backs UFW at Delano rally,
July 1973.

Religious groups and unions in northern California.

JOINT !XI(UTIVI BOARD

ABOVE: New York unions picketing in Dec. 1967.

BELOW: Union members offer support throughout the
country.

~~==;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~:;:-;:::v:-~~----,
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BELOW: Canadian unions boycott grapes in Toronto, Dec. 1968.
------"

ABOVE: UFW supports Amalgamated Clothing Workers strike, Aug.



Dom Helder Camara,
Archbishop of Recife,
Pernambuco, Brazil in
Delano to support farm
workers.

(I to r) Ben Maddock, Rabbi Albert Lewis, Cesar Chavez, Rev. Chris
Hartmire, and Marc Grossman, Los Angeles, 1976.

1973.. 1979

Church leaders, political leaders, and
entertainers backed the UFW's call for justice.

Los lideres de las iglesias, los politicos, y los
artfstas apoyaron a la llamada de la UFW para
la justfcia.

Dorothy Day,
co-founder of the
Catholic Worker
movement, with
farm workers,
Aug. 1973.

Helen Chavez, Cesar Chavez, and Richard Ybarra with Pope Paul VI at the Vatican, Sept. 1974.



French grape workers talk
with Cesar and author
Jacques Levy, Sept. 1974.

Hortencia Allende, widow of Chilean President Salvador
Allende, and Dolores Huerta in Montreal, Dec. 1973.

Anthony Quinn and friend meet Cesar in Rome to back international
grape boycott, Sept. 1974.

ABOVE: Pete Seeger (I) and
friend with Cesar in Washington,
D.C., 1973.

BELOW: Taj Mahal and Joan
Baez at Juan de la Cruz funeral,
Aug. 1973.

BELOW: Gloria Steinem of
National Organization of Women
with Cesar Chavez.

ABOVE: Dolores Huerta with
Sen. George McGovern.

ABOVE: The Rev. Ralph Abernathy and Cesar Chavez at
press conference in Los Angeles, Jan. 1979.

BELOW: Jane Fonda and Tom Hayden at UFW rally.



BELOW: Assemblyman RIchard Alatorre and Roberto de la Cruz with
Gov. Edmund G. Brown Jr. after signing ALRA in Sacramento. June 5.
1975.

1975.. 1979

A UFW victory resulted in the passage of
the Agricultural Labor Relations Act,
guaranteeing secret elections and collective
bargaining for California farm workers.

Una victoria de la UFW resulto en la
aprobacion de la Acta de Relalione' Laborale5
Agrfcolas, la cual guarantizo eleccionec ecretas
y contratos colectivos para los campesinoc.

FARMS



Farm workers and their children gain access to education.

FRED \JROSS
~~~FRRMUDRKER EDUCATIONAL

CENTER
rtR~T Nrr,nTlATlnN fI R~~

BELOW: Fred Ross and the first class of negotiators, La Paz, 1978.

ABOVE: Dolores Huerta and ranch committee members sign Mt. Arbor
contract with growers, Delano, May 1978.

Farm workers filing grievance procedures in Imperial
Valley, 19i').



1976.. 1980

(. esar Chavez take~

lettuce strike to
Cleveland, Nov.
I-J79

(I to r) Rev. Edgar Edwards, Dolores Huerta, Rabbi Sidney
Jacobs, Father Luis Olivares, Manuel Provencio, Sister Tess
Brown, John Hasenjager, and Roy Valdez turn in
signatures for Proposition 14, April 1976.

G wer refuo;e to rec.ognize elec"! m )r
ign ne\\ ontractc,. Budget cut and new

admm trat on block Lnf) Lement of ALRA.

Lo nL he,-o niegan a "ec.c. n ) t:r la
eleed me,; () firmar nUl vn contrat-o. l nd
rebaja l n 0<; fondo y und nLiev dm! tra
don c. 1 truve el c. ump!Im!ento de la ALRA.

ABOVE: Farm workers in Oxnard call for justice.

BELOW: Farm workers and supporters collect 729,000 signatures to put
Proposition 14 on the ballot.



Farm worker Rufino
Contreras (28 years old)
shot by company fore­
men during Imperial
Valley strike, Feb. 10,
1979.

ABOVE· (1 to r) Gov. Jerry Brown, Cesar, Helen, and
Richard ( havez at funeral mass for Rufino Contreras, Feb.
1979.

BELOW: Salinas march and rally for Chiquita banana and
Red Coach lettuce boycotts, Aug. 1979.

Rufino's widow, Maximina Rosa, holds her son at her husband's funeral
mass, Feb. 1979.



One of the first UFW pensioners to receive benefits of the Juan
de la Cruz pension plan.

ABOVE: An election victory at a Bruce Church ranch in
Arizona, 1987.

BELOW; UFW contracts pushed for water, sanitation, and rest
periods in the fields.

1980.. 1987

w.y we fight: UFW victories have
resulted in benefits for all farm workers.

Porque luchamos: las victorias de la UFW
han resultados en beneficios para todos los
campesinos.

UFW efforts pressured legislators to outlaw the short-handled hoe.

ABOVE: Farm workers enjoy better working conditions.

BELOW: Saul Martinez and ranch committee members
sign Montebello Rose contract at Delano.



I he UFW utilizes high technology to increase its outreach In its
struggle against growers.

ABOVE: KUFW, the first radio station owned, operated, and
broadcast by and for farm workers.

BELOW: Better wages and job security help farm workers'
children gain access to higher education.

ABOVE: UFW members enjoy an excellent health plan for their
families.

BELOW: Publications and direct mailings from the UFW print shop
emblazon the call for justice.

Food and Justice keeps hundreds of thousands of supporters abreast
of UFW activities.



UFW organizers,
Gilbert Rodriguez
and David Serena,
talk to workers
about the union,
Coachella, 1985.

ABOVE: Some farm workers are still forced to live under inhumane condi­
tions, San Diego County, 1986.

BELOW: Over one third of the pesticides used on grapes are known to
cause cancer.

Como Siempre: The UFW will fight until
there is justice for all farm workers.

Como Siempre: La UFW luchara hasta con­
seguir la justfcia para todos los campesinos.

ABOVE: Dr. Marion Moses (I) and Minme Ybarra (r) of the
UFW comfort Juan Chabolla's mother after her son died a
victim of pesticides in a San Diego County field, Aug.
1985.

BELOW: Ramona Franco with her son, Felipe, a victim of
pesticides, Summer 1986.



Farm worker
Rene Lopez
(21 years old)
killed by com­
pany agents at
the Sikkema
Dairy near
Fresno, Sept.
1983.

It is for the children that the UFW fights. ABOVE: Cesar Chavez and farm workers continue in their struggle, Calexico.

BELOW: Francisco and Dolores L6pez, parents of Rene, grieve at their son's funeral, Sept.
1983.



ABOVE TOP: Four-day march from Cutler to Lindsay, 1985.

BOTIOM: Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta at a Fresno press conference
about the dangers of pesticides, 1986.

BELOW: Announcement of the new international grape boycott at the 7th
UFW Constitutional Convention, Bakersfield, Sept. 1984.

1980.. 1987

U nidos Ganaremos. Unable to get justice
in grower-backed courts, the UFW turns to its
court of last resort, the consumer boycott.

Unidos Ganaremos. Sin poder encontrar la
justfcia en las cortes apoyados por los ran­
cheros, la UFW busca ayuda en la corte del
ultimo recurso, el boicoteo.

•

ABOVE: Toronto declares Oct. 8, 1985 Grape Boycott
Day and the Black Eagle flies over the city.



Thomas Van Arsdale. representing more than one million
workers from the NY City Labor Council. endorses the
grape boycott, Spring 1986.

ABOVE: California legislators pledge support for the grape
boycott, Sacramento, 1986.

BELOW: Farm workers and supporters at grape boycott
rally in San Francisco, Winter 1985.

ABOVE: Farm workers are worried about the effects of pesticides on their
children.

BELOW: Canadian labor leaders (c back) Fred Upshaw and (I to r) Michael
Lyons, Bob White, Leo Gerard, Cesar Chavez, and Member of Parliament
Bob Rae support boycott, Toronto. 1987.



FACING THE FUTURE

So it went. Twenty-five years of struggling, surviv­
ing, succeeding. Much has been accomplished. We
have many blessings to count. We've come a long
way.

When we set out on our journey 25 years ago, we
knew there would be many roadblocks along the
way. But even we were shocked to learn how high
and wide and thick some of them were, surprised at
how much time and energy we would have to spend
on byways - reconnoitering, regrouping, out­
maneuvering - just to get around obstacles that are
supposed to have no place on the freeways of our
democratic society.

Yes, we knew most growers would never raise farm
workers' wages a cent or give them a cup of cool
drinking water without a struggle; we also knew
small-town cops and city councils would do their
bidding no matter what the law said or what rights
farm workers had.

But we were surprised at how frightening the deci­
sions of supposedly unbiased judges could be when a
farm worker and grower stood before them or, later,
at how easily a law-and-order governor could ignore
the crimes of growers at the drop of a campaign
contribution.

Today, we embark upon the next leg of our
journey in the midst of another international table
grape boycott. We never wavered in the past, and
we will not in the future. We tremble in fear before

no grower, no judge, no governor. Unafraid, we face
all the challenges that lie ahead.

Relying on our own courage and commitment and
appealing to our faithful friends to stand with us
once again, we know we will win. And our victory
will mean a brighter future for farm workers, for
their children, and for their children's children.

Y asi fue. Veinticinco anos de lucha. Mucho se ha
logrado. Tenemos muchas bendiciones. Cuando
dimos principio a nuestra jornada hace veinticinco
anos, sabfamos que el camino serfa diffcil. Sabfamos
que muchos rancheros nunca aumentarfan los salarios
de los campesinos - ni siquiera un centavo 0 dades
una taza de agua fresca - sin una renida lucha.

Pero nosotros nos sorprendimos de 10 injusto que
los supuestos imparciales jueces decidian a favor de
los rancheros. Como tambien un gobernador con
membrete de "ley y orden" podfa ignorar los
crfmenes de los rancheros cuando oian sonar dinero
para sus companas.

Hoy, damos principio a nuestra siguiente jornada
con otro boicoteo internacional a la uva. No importa
cuantos obstaculos encontremos en nuestro camino
- rancheros, jueces, gobernadores - a todos les
haremos frente sin temor.

Siempre con nuestro propio valor y, el apoyo de
nuestros fieles amigos que nos acompanan una vez
mas, sabemos que ganaremos - para el futuro de
nuestros hijos y los hijos de nuestros hijos.

Cesar Chavez takes the UFW's message of the future to over 85,000 people in the Rose Bowl on Peace Sunday, Pasadena, June 1982.

/
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25th ANNIVERSARY BENEFIT COMMITTEE

FRONT ROW (left to right): Chris Hartmire, Paul F. Chavez, Cynthia Bell, Cecilia Ruiz,
Marshelle Valila, Maria Elena Contreras. BACK ROW: Jim Sugarek, Ben Maddock,
Marcos Camacho, Kent Winterrowd.

NOT PICTURED: Carmen Penalber and Terry Vasquez.
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BENEFIT SPONSOR

THE STROH BREWERY COMPANY
100 RIVER PLACE
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 46207
IJ 131 44b-2000

May 23, 1987

Dear 25th Anniversary Celebrants:

On behalf of The Stroh Brewery Company, it is with great
pleasure and honor that we congratulate the united
Farmworker's Union on the occasion of its 25th anniversary.

since the UFW's establishment in the small town of Delano
25 years ago, the efforts of the UFW and its leader, Cesar
Chavez, have made significant achievements toward the
improvement of human rights. The dedication of Mr. Chavez
and other members of the UFW serves as inspiration to us,
inspiration and encouragement to better mankind and to
foster brotherhood.

On this day we acknowledge the united Farmworker's Union
and its 25 years of service to farmworkers nationwide. As
corporations, individuals and UFW members share in today's
anniversary celebration, The Stroh Brewery Company gladly
extends its support and best wishes to another successful
25 years.

Sincerely,

f?/~ Jv I tfz;;;,!-
Peter W. Stroh
Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer
The Stroh Brewery Company
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CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES

TO THE

UNITED FARM WORKERS

ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR

25TH ANNIVERSARY

VINCENT R. SOMBROTTO

PRESIDENT

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LETTER CARRIERS
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Working together
For 25 years the United Farm Workers Union has worked to bring dignity on

the job and just compensation to thousands of previously exploited workers. Your
struggle opened America's eyes to the cruel and slave-like conditions many
farmworkers and their families were forced to endure.

Thousands of farmworkers still work under trying conditions and thousands of
family-owned farms are being crushed. The struggle goes on..

The Machinists Union is your strong ally in the battle for justice on the job,
service to the community and security for the family.

Solidarity forever.

International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers, AFL-CIO

William W. Winpisinger
International President

Eugene D. Glover
General Secretary-Treasurer

Tom Ducy
Chicago,IL

Roe Spencer
Dallas, TX

John Peterpaul
Washington, DC

General Vice Presidents

Justin Ostro
Oakland, CA

George Poulin
Washington, DC

Merle Pryor, Jr.
Cleveland,OH

George Kourpias
Washington, DC

Val Bourgeois
Ottawa,Ont.

James Malott
Washington, DC
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Our congratulations on your 25th Anniversary from our
family to your family. Our prayers are with you.

CWA LOCAL 9400
COMMUNICATIONS WORKERS OF AMERICA

PRESIDENT
Tony Bixler

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENTS
Marjorie T erflinger
Micheal J. Hartigan

Maxine Hobdy

SECRETARY·TREASURERS
Frances C. Valencia

Robert G. Smith

VICE PRESIDENTS
Ron Cawdrey
Marty Church

Larraine Darrington
Cappie Davis
Gail Forster

Carmen Hernandez
Roberta Hosler

Judy Perez
Geraldine Speed

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS
Charles E. Anderson

Alvin Beck, Jr.
Cynthia Burns
Helen Dalton

Manuel J. Fernandez
Bill Forster

Kathy McRaven
Judy Metcalf

Cassandra Wells
Rose Whitney

DIRECTORS
Mark Bixler

Herman Bose
Jack Burke

William L. Demers
Sid Hutchins
Rene'e James

Denise McGruder
Robert Shamas
Jeanne Smith

Myles Traphagen
Velma Voss
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UAW Region 6

Best wishes
to the membership

of the

United Farmworkers
from their

Brothers and Sisters
in UA W Region 6

on your
Twenty-Fifth
Anniversary.

BRUCE LEE, Director
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THE PLOUGH -free on request
donations appreciated

A magazine
of social concern

This 20-page bimonthly comes to you from the Christian
Hutterians. These people, for the love of justice, peace,
and the brotherhood of all races, have lived in Christian
community of goods since the 16th century.

These 25,000 people live in Bruderhofs in Canada, the
mid-western United States, New England, and Britain.
Read The Plough-the Hutterians' thoughts on how all
men can become brothers for peace. They're living it now!

Or try their TEEN HELP HANDBOOK. A 164-page
book on suicide, pregnancy, drugs, alcohol and more.
Yours for $1.50.

For a free subscription to Plough or for more
information, write to us at:

Hutterian Brethren
Pleasant View Bruderhof
Ulster Park, NY 12487



SILVER EAGLE SPONSORS BRONZE EAGLE SPONSORS

Anheuser-Busch Companies

Bakery, Confectionary and
Tobacco Workers Union
Chicago,IL

Carolyn Bentley
Dallas Peace Center
Dallas, TX

R. Edward Brown
Royal Oaks, MI

John Burton, Attorney-At-Law
San Francisco, CA

Carpenters Union, Local 620
Madison, NJ

Carpenters and Joiners of
America, Central New Jersey
District Council
New Jersey

Center for Employment
Training
Dr. Anthony Soto, Chairman
Russell Tershy, President
San Jose, CA

Civil Service Technical Guild
New York, NY

Communication Workers of
America, Local 9
Harry Ibsen, Vice President
Burlingame, CA

Communication Workers of
America, Local 9510
Janet Watters,
Executive Vice President
Santa Ana, CA

Jose Cornejo
Advanced Beverage Company
Bakersfield, CA

Rev. & Mrs. D. Clifford Crummey
San Francisco, CA

Crusade for Justice
Denver, CO

Mr. Henry D. Ellis Wallace, ID

Vladimir Escalante
Cambridge, MA

Richard M. & Tavia A. Fielder
Colorado Springs, CO

Ann V. Millard & Isidore Flores
East Lansing, MI

Mrs. Irving Friedman
Beverly Hills, CA

Marie A. Gildea
Santa Barbara, CA

Roy & Jeanne Giordano
Corona del Mar, CA

R;l("c1 P. &. Horrencia Z. Gonzalez
\\':heo, CA

Mrs. Elizabeth Graham
Williamsburg, VA

Helen Marie Healy
Pasadena, CA

Hotel Employees and Restaurant
Employees International Union,
Local 681
Long Beach, CA

International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers
Los Angeles, CA

Los Angeles County Federation
of Labor
William R. Robertson,
Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Los Angeles, CA

Mrs. David Nicholson
Pacific Palisades, CA

Fr. Luis Olivares, CMF
Our Lady Queen of Angels
Los Angeles, CA

Mary E. Pennock
Brighton, CO

David L. Peri
Peri & Bordofsky
Santa Barbara, CA

George H. Peterson
Portland, OR

Julian Price
San Rafael, CA

Stanley J. & Paula M. Szortyka
Reading, PA

Transport Workers Union
of America
New York, NY

The Union Club
Sun City, AZ

United Automobile, Aerospace,
and Agricultural Implement
Workers of America, Local 600
Dearborn, MI

United Automohile, Aerospace,
and Agricultural Implement
Workers of America, Local 879
St. Paul, MN

United Federation of Teachers,
Local 2
New York, NY

United Food and Commercial
Workers, Local 770
Hollywood, CA

United Steel Workers of
America
Lynn R. Williams, President
Pittshurgh, PA

Edward Weher & Bemita F. Roherts
Weim:lr, CA

Amalgamated Clothing and Textile
Workers Union, California Joint Board
Richard Rothstein, Manager
Los Angeles, CA

Amalgamated Clothing and Textile
Workers Union
Jack Sheinkman, Secretary-Treasurer
New York, NY

American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees,
District Council 37
New York, NY

American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees, Local 1113
New York, NY

Bargain Wholesale
Los Angeles, CA

Basilian Fathers
Missouri City, TX

Vivienne Blanquie
San Francisco, CA

Alfred Blessi ng
Haworth, NJ

Mitchel & Linda Bollag
Concord, NC

Dr. & Mrs. Ernest A. Bragg, Jr.
Attleboro, MA

Clark Branson
Pasadena, CA

M. Geace M. Braun
Duluth, MN

Wade Patrick Brummal,
Founder-President
Westside Lions Club
Santa Clara, CA

Arthur Brunwasser
San Francisco, CA

Ronald F. Carlson, Vice President
United California Insurance Agency
North Hollywood, CA

Carpenters Union, Local 710
Frederick Taylor, Business Manager
Long Beach, CA

Communication Workers of America,
Local 1034
Trenton, NJ

Communication Workers of America,
Local 1182
Forest Hills, NY

Communication Workers of America,
Local 13109
Trenton, NJ

Communication Workers of America,
Federal Credit Union
Carson, CA

Communication Workers of America­
MAC
Clinton, MI

Construction & General Lahorers,
Local 304
Hayward, CA

Joel Cruz
Mesilla, NM

James Dennett
Topanga, CA

Distillery, Wine and Allied Workers
International Union
George J. Orlando, General President
Englewood, NJ

Fr. Martin W. Farrell
Des Plaines, IL

Fresno-Madera Central Labor Council,
AFL-C10
Ray Shilling, Secretary-Treasurer
Fresno, CA

Thomas Gladwin
Oakland, CA

Clayton Hayes, President
Pacific Union Dental
Emeryville, CA

Gene K. Hoffman
Santa Barbara, CA

International Brotherhood of
Boilermakers, Iron Ship Builders,
Blacksmiths, Forgers and Helpers
Charles W. Jones,
International President
Donald G. Whan,
International Secretary-Treasurer
and International Vice Presidents
Kansas City, KS

International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers, Local 100 COPE/PAC
Michael Dean Carter, Treasurer
Fresno, CA

International Ladies' Garment
Workers Union
New York, NY

Lauren Kessler
Eugene, OR

Labor Council for
Larin American Advancement
Pueblo, CO

Laborers International Union
Angelo Fosco, General President
Washington, DC

David Langlois
Simi Valley, CA

Dr. Timothy Light
New York, NY

Michael Lyons
Fairfax, CA

Dorothy McEwen
Pebble Beach, CA

Metal Trades Department, AFL-CIO
Paul J. Burnsky, President
Washington, DC

D. Moffat & G. Arner
Hermosa Beach, CA

New York City Central Labor Council,
AFL-CIO
New York, NY

New York State United Teachers
Alhany, NY



BLACK EAGLE SPONSORS

BRONZE EAGLE SPONSORS BLACK EAGLE SPONSOR

De Colores Workers Committee
Avon Park, FL

Roberto de la Rosa, JD.,
Executive Director
O.L.A. Raza
Porterville, CA

Daniel de la Torre, Manager
De La Torre Color Lab
Los Angeles, CA

James P. DeMaegt
Law Offices of James P. DeMaegt
Ventura, CA

Rev. Msgr. Charles J. Dollen
St. Gabriel's Church
Poway, CA

.l"on P. Dufoult
New York, NY

Armando Duron
2 Black Eagle Sponsorships
Los Angeles, CA

Electronic and Space Technicians,
Local 1553
Suzi K. Scheller, Recordi ng Secretary
Hawthorne, CA

Charles E. Farnsworth,
Attorney-At-Law
Farnsworth, Saperstein & Seligman
Oakland, CA

Florida State AFL-CIO
Dan Miller, President
Tallahassee, FL

Fort Lauderdale Farm Workers
Support Committee
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Ms. Katherine Franger
Mountain View, CA

Charlotte Holt Fuller, Co-Chairperson
Nevadans Against Apartheid
Las Vegas, NV

The Rt. Rev. Oliver B. Garver, Jr.
Suffragan Bishop,
The Espiscopal Diocese of Los Angeles
Los Angeles, CA

Dora B. Goldstein
Stanford, CA

Gustavo E. Gonzales, Jr.
Dallas, TX

Graiwer & Goldberg, Inc.
Workmen's Compensation Attorneys
Los Angeles, CA

Charles D. Gray, Exeuctive Director
Asian-American Free Labor Institute
Washington, D.C.

Albin & Dorothy Gruhn
San Anselmo, CA

Patricia Hemm
Encino, CA

Rina Hirai, Attorney-At-Law
Employment Law Center
San Francisco, CA

Pat & Cecil Hoffman
Inglewood, CA

Walter G. Hooke
Comhridge, NY

California Labor Federation, AFL-CIO
Anthony L. Ramos, Vice President
Oakland, CA

California State Theatrical Federation
Edward C. Powell, Secretary-Treasurer
San Francisco, CA

Rev. James T. Callahan
Cardiff-by-the-Sea, CA

Richard J. Cantrell, President
Cantrell, Green, Pekich & Zaks
Long Beach, CA

Law Offices of Caplan,
Sicking & Bloom
Miami and West Palm Beach, FL

Carpenters Union, Local 2361
Orange, CA

Central Labor Council of
Santa Clara County, AFL-CIO
San Jose, CA

Peter Chacon, Member
California State Assembly
Sacramento, CA

Miss Josephine Chandler
San Jose, CA

Rev. Msgr. James F. Church
St. Peter's Church
Sacramento, CA

Federico G. Chavez &
Aggie Rose-Chavez, Attorneys-At-Law
CRLA and Private Practice
Stockton, CA

Comite de Base John de
Dios Quintanilla
Ventura, CA

Comite de Base Pipila
Watsonville, CA

Comire de Base Solidaridad
Coachella, CA

Comite de Base Palo Verde Valle
Blythe, CA

Communication Workers of America,
Local 6143
Dan R. Anderson, Secretary-Treasurer
San Antonio, TX

Communication Workers of America,
Local 9502
Tedford F. Rose, Area Steward
Los Angeles, CA

Communication Workers of America,
Local 9400
Francis C. Valencia,
Secretary-Treasurer
La Puente, CA

Community Relations Conference of
Southern California
Julian Keiser, Executive-Director
Los Angeles, CA

Lucile Fessenden Dandelet
San Anselmo, CA

Lillian K. Davis
Los Angeles, CA

Mr. & Mrs. Felix DeBreiul
Monroeville, PA

Thrifty Corporation
Christian K. Bemet,
Senior Vice President and Director of
Industrial Relations
Los Angeles, CA

United Food and Commercial Workers,
Local 115
Dino Polizziani,
Executive Secretary-Treasurer
South San Francisco, CA

United Food and Commercial Workers,
Local 135
Thomas J. Vandeveld, President
San Diego, CA

United Food and Commercial Workers,
Local 770
Ricardo F. leaza, President
Los Angeles, CA

United Food and Commercial Workers,
Local 1442
Michael A. Straeter, President
Santa Monica, CA

United Steel Workers of America,
District 39
Robert R. Guadiana, Director
Carson, CA

Gerry & Dennis Weaver
Malibu, CA

Peg Yorkin
Los Angeles, CA

Irene Barrera
Moorpark, CA

Hathaway Barry
Menlo Park, CA

Heliodoro G. Becerra
Elk Grove, CA

Bill Becker
Woodland Hills, CA

Aaron Belansky
San Jose, CA

Keith S. Belden
Portland, OR

Mr. & Mrs. George Bollag
Queens Village, NY

Rev. Ernest B. Brainard
Oakland, CA

Building & Construction Trades
Council of Alameda County
James L. Brown, Secretary-Treasurer
Oakland, CA

California Federation of Teachers
Raoul Teilhet, Administrative Director
Burbank, CA

Leon M. Schwartz
Irvine, CA

Plumbers, Steamfitters, Refrigeration
Fitters Union, Local 467
Thomas J. Hunter, Business Manager
Burlingame, CA

Virginia M. Pierson
Tucson, AZ

Northwest International Building and
Construction Trades Council
Rockford, IL

Fr. Cletus Henry Pfab, S.J.
San Bruno, CA

Mrs. Joan B. Overton
Newburgh, Y

Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters
Huntington, I

A. J. Perenchio
Los Angeles, CA

Soto & Sanchez Families
La Quebradita Markets
East Los Angeles, CA

Lawrence Tesler
Palo Alto, CA

Allied Industrial Workers of America,
Local 976
Gregorio Ruvalcaba,
Financial Secretary
Los Angeles, CA

American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees, Local 119
Whittier, CA

American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees, Local 1723
Gary Kapanowski, President
Philadelphia, PA

American Postal Workers Union,
Miami Area Local
Miami, FL

Anna Andreini
Paradise Valley, AZ

Merle R. Arlen & Sidney L. Abrams
President and Executive Vice President
Western Benefit Plan Consultants
San Francisco, CA

Bruno Barnhardt, CAM OSB
Camadolese Monks
Big Sur, CA
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James J. Horgan, Professor of History
Saint Leo College
Saint Leo, FL

Hotel and Restaurant Employees and
Bartenders Union, Local 2
San Francisco, CA

Fr. Walter Housey, C.M.
Vincentian Fathers
Huntington Beach, CA

Walter R. Howes, Union Representative
United Food and Commercial Workers,
Local 428
San Jose, CA

Morrie Indman
Amani
Santa Cruz, CA

International Association of Machinists
and Aerospace Workers,
Aeronautical Industrial Lodge 727
Burbank, CA

International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers, Local 551
Santa Rosa, CA

International Ladies' Garment Workers
Union, Missouri-Mississippi River
Valley District Council
St. Louis, MO

Gavino Jimenez, Union Representative
United Steel Workers of America,
Local 1010
East Chicago, IN

Harry & Louise Jurey
Canoga Park, CA

Rabbi Earl & Linda Kaplan
Pomona, CA

Kern County Firefighters Union,
Local 1301
Bob Johnson, General Manager
Bakersfield, CA

Jack Klugman
Los Angeles, CA

Anthony & Marie Krajci
Pasadena, CA

Lawyers' Union of Rural California,
National Organization of Legal Services
Workers, District 65, UAW
Tony White, President
San Francisco, CA

Elizabeth Clare Lewis
Los Angeles, CA

Leon Lukaszewski
Walnut Creek, CA

Miami Farm Workers
Support Committee
Miami, FL

Anthony C. & Miriam S. Mata
San Jose, CA

Mrs. Alberta W. Mechley
Cincinnati, OH

Mexican-American Labor Council
Rudy S. Ybarra, President
Montebello, CA

Michigan Farmworker Ministry
Coalition
Detroit, MI

Monterey County Central
Labor Council, AFL-CIO
Salinas, CA

Mildred A. Moser,
National Representative
Church Women United
Altadena, CA

William Mott,
Office and Professional Workers,
Local 28 (Retired)
Chicago, IL

Nan Freeman Workers Committee
Fort Pierce, FL

National Association of Letter Carriers,
Branch 1100
Jordan Brown, President
Orange, CA

National Association of Letter Carriers,
Branch 2550, Venice of America
Fort Lauderdale, FL

National Farm Worker Ministry
Delano, CA

Tom Nelson
El Paso, TX

New York City Central Labor Council,
AFL-CIO
Ted H. Jacobsen, Secretary
New York, NY

Newspaper Guild of New York
Tom Pennacchio, Secretary-Treasurer
New York, NY

Fr. Bill O'Donnell, Pastor
St. Joseph the Worker Church
Berkeley, CA

Ontario Region,
Canadian Labour Congress
General Education Fund
Doug Tobin, Director of Education
Don Mills, Ontario, Canada

Operating Engineers, Local 3
T. J. Stapleton, Business Manager
San Francisco, CA

Rachel Ortiz, Executive Director,
Barrio Station
San Diego, CA

Lucille Ostrow
Malibu, CA

Jacquelin R. B. Pels
Walnut Creek, CA

Christie Miles Phillips
Pasadena, CA

Richard Piper, President
California Learning Designs
Westminster, CA

Frances Pohl
Claremont, CA

Julius (Mel) Reich
Studio City, CA

Carl & Estelle Reiner
Beverly Hills, CA

Jay Roth, Attorney I Partner
Taylor, Roth & Bush
Los Angeles, CA

Sacramento Central Labor Council,
AFL-CIO
Wayne Harbolt,
Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Sacramento, CA

Nancy & Tim Sampson
Oakland, CA

John Sanchez, M.D.
Sanger, CA

Olgha Sierra Sandman, President
National Farm Workers Ministry
Downers Grove, IL

San Diego-Imperial Counties Central
Labor Council, AFL-CIO
Joseph S. Francis,
Executive Secretary-Treasurer
San Diego, CA

Santa Clara County Central Labor
Council, AFL-CIO
San Jose, CA

Revs. Ron & Sandy Scott
United Spirit Church
Los Angeles, CA

Charles P. Scully II
Law Offices of Scully, Inc.
San Francisco, CA

Ally Sheedy
Los Angeles, CA

Sign Display & Allied Crafts Union,
Local 510
Mike Hardeman, Business Manager
San Francisco, CA

Sisters of the Holy Names, in Memory
of Sister Betty O'Donnell, SNJM
Los Gatos, CA

Sydney D. Smith
Claremont, CA

Social Services Union, Local 535 SEIU
Oakland, CA

Faustina Solis
San Diego, CA

George Stanford & Tyne Daly Brown
Los Angeles, CA

State Building and Construction Trades
Council of California, AFL-CIO
Jerry P. Cremins, President
Sacramento, CA

Carl Swanson
Ramona, CA

Tampa Farm Workers Support
Committee
Tampa, FL

Theatrical Stage Employees,
Local 16IATSE
Edward t. Powell,
Business Manager and Secretary
San Francisco, CA

Fr. Joe Tobin, CSSR
Our Lady of Lourdes
San Francisco, CA

Sr. Conseulo Tovar, D.C.
Daughters of Charity, W.c.P.
Brownsville, TX

Transport Workers Union, Local 502
EI Segundo, CA

Anne Trojan
Gray Panthers
Hawthorne, CA

Tulare-Kings Central Labor Council,
AFL-CIO
Visalia, CA

United Automobile, Aerospace and
Agricultural Implement Workers,
Local 1271
Danville,IL

United Domestic Workers of America
Ken Seaton-Msemaji, President
National City, CA

United Food and Commercial Workers,
Local 839
Salinas, CA

United Steel Workers of America,
Upholstery Division, Local 3-U
Gary T utunjian,
Business Representative
San Francisco, CA

James Ursini
Labor Committee on Central America
American Federation of Teachers,
Local 1521
Santa Monica, CA

Gregory Villanueva, A.LA., President
Gregory Villanueva A.LA. &
Associates
Los Angeles, CA

Meliss Wade
Pasadena, CA

Jerome Waldie,
Former Member of U.S. Congress
Placerville, CA

Donald Watson
Ship Clerks Association,
Local 34 ILWU
San Francisco, CA

Watchmakers and Jewelers Union,
Local 115
Frank Green, Administrator
Los Angeles CA

Gertrude Welch
Cupertino, CA

Horace Williams
Pasadena, CA

Susan L. Williams
Los Angeles, CA

Winery Workers Union, Local 186
Robert Fogg, President
Modesto, CA

Wisconsin Migrant Mission,
Wisconsin Conference of Churches
Madison, WI

Women's International League for Peace
and Freedom, Miami Florida Branch
Miami, FL

Rev. Roger H. Wood
Sierra Madre, CA

Gretchen Wyler, Vice Chairwoman
Fund for Animals
Studio City, CA



UNION COMMITTEES

SECRETARY SECRETARY
COMMITTEE NAME GENERAL AREA COMMITTEE NAME GENERAL AREA

Jose Maria Morelos y Pavon Santiago Godinez Holtville Robert F. Kennedy Carolina Guerrero Poplar
Aztlan Roberto Tafoya EI Centro Si Se Puede Petra Fuentes Earlimart
Felicario Dominguez Candelario Zamora Holtville Los Malcriados Ismael Arreguin Coalinga
Rufino Contreras Andres Reyes Holtville Miguel Hidalgo Y Costilla Elsa Gonzalez Porterville
Nan Freeman Edmond Charles Florida Herencia Revolucionaria Sta. Helena
De Colores Elisha Singh Florida Viva La Causa Stockton
Juan de Dios Quintanilla Jesus G. Canela Ventura Amado Nervo Jorge Nieves Dixon
16 de Septiembre Adalberto Gomez Oxnard Imperio Azteca Abel Martinez Terra Bella
Cuauhtemoc Delfino Ochoa Oxnard Rene Lopez Manuel Santos Reedley
Jose Joaquin Palma Erasmo C. Vasquez Carpinteria Joaquin Murrieta Rigoberto Nava Merced
Raza del Pacifico Moises Guerrero Pescadero Vicente Guerrero Armando Jimenez Parlier
John F. Kennedy Salvador Pena Salinas Aguila Negra Ignacio Ornelas Madera
Pipila Arturo Rivas Watsonville Allende Cecilia Salazar Delano
Simon Bolivar Rodolfo Munoz Morgan Hill Accion Sindical
Union 86 Ruben Villa Salinas Francisco Javier Mena Alejandro Ochoa Napa
Batalla de Septiembre 85 Anarbol Garcia Watsonville 21 de Mayo Woodlake
Independencia Jesus Melchor Watsonville 24 de Febrero Paulo Solis Santa Maria
Campesinos Unidos Jorge Zaragosa Watsonville Cinco Ciudades Unidas G. (Oscar) Castaneda Oceano
Campesinos Unidos Carlos Tirado Watsonville Comite en Marcha Ruben Soria Oceano
Campesinos Unidos Emilio Morrujo Watsonville Juan de la Cruz Angel Hernandez Salinas
Campesinos Unidos Juan Ornelas Watsonville I de Mayo David Gutierrez Gilroy
Campesinos Unidos Luis Maldonado Watsonville Jose Luna Lupe Soliz King City
Campesinos Unidos Simon Cervantes Watsonville Jose Luna Luciano. Medellin Hollister
Campesinos Unidos Jose Valadez Watsonville 9 de Septiembre Roberto Calderon Gonzalez
Campesinos Unidos Juan Contreras Watsonville 15 de Septiembre Rafael Duarte Gonzalez
Campesinos Unidos Adan Herrera Watsonville Azteca Juan Dominguez King City
Solidaridad Maria Serrano Coachella Guadalupe Victoria Jesus Torres San Jose
Francisco I. Madero Federico Vargas Coachella Josefa Ortiz de Dominguez Jose Castero Salinas
Juan Escutia Elario Torres Coachella Cristobal Colon Jose G. Garcia Salinas
Palo Verde Valle Manuel Soto Blythe Sergio Reyes Efren Edeza Salinas
Agustin Melgoza David Delgado Coachella Seferina M. de Jimemez Javier Ceja Hollister
5 de Mayo Jesus Alvarez Coachella Corregidora Cosme del T oro Soledad
Luchadores del Valle de Unidad Campesina George Lopez,

Coachella Miguel Quintero Coachella Jose Martinez Watsonville
Guadalupe Valladarez Jose Torres Coachella Junipero Serra Emanuel Benitez Salinas
Adolfo Lopez Mateos Rosendo Vega Livingston 19 de Septiembre Armando Acros Salinas
Ignacio Allende Irinio Castillo Modesto Jose Rodriguez "EI Palomo" Lucio Martinez,
Francisco Villa Carlos Espinoza Modesto Salvador Mendez Salinas
Joaquin Murrieta Rigoberto Nava Chowchilla Dionic'io (Chino) Vasquez Benito Gomez Hollister
Lazaro Cardenas Maria Valdez Rutherford Division del Norte Teresa Sandoval Calexico
Ninos Heroes Agustin Ramirez Napa Division del Norte Luis Martinez Arizona
Blanco Magon Isaias Rodriguez Napa Division del Norte Miguel Valdez Oxnard
Abasolo Evodio Ayala Pope Valley Division del Norte Julio Ramirez Salinas
Libertadores Aurelio Solorio Napa Division del Norte Pablo Ortega Watsonville
Unidos Venceremos Max Macias Earlimart Division del Norte Teresa Chavez Huron
Emiliano Zapata Adam Ajami Poplar Venustiano Carraza Rodolfo Amezcua Soledad
Como Siempre Domigo Avina McFarland 7: Convencion Inez Marin Watsonville
Benito Juarez Enrique Martinez Arvin Nagi Daifullah Phillix Najera Salinas
Porvenir Asuncion Gonzalez McFarland Jose Morales Teresa Perez Salinas
Guadalupe Victoria Efren Ayala Woodlake Cuitlahuac Jaime Gutierrez Salinas
Hasta La Victoria "Che" Rafael Alvarez Delano Flores Magon Salvador Medina Greenfield
Chicano Paul Evaro Delano Matamores Aureliano Diaz Salinas
Martin Luther King, Jr. Javier Ramirez Arvin Heraclio Bernal Nino Ochoa Watsonville
Progresista Soberano Fortu nado Jerez Samuel Salgado Moorpark

Campestre Francisco Casas McFarland



THE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. FARM WORKERS FUND

I t \Va~ nn sllperficial gesture
when, on December 18, 1973,

the Martin Luther King, Jr. Farm
Workers Fund was established and
named in honor of the renowned
civil rights leader and martyr.

It was, instead, a natural out­
growth of the deep commitment of
both King and Cesar Chavez to
the philosophy of nonviolence, to
the achievement of goals through
such nonviolent means as marches,
fasts, vigils, picketing, and
boycotts.

Other instances that deepened
the bond between King and the
farm worker movement were his
telegram of solidarity to Chavez
after the UFW defeated the T eam­
sters in the DiGorgio election in
1966 and his March 1968 telegram
during Chavez' 2S-day fast for non­
violence just before his own assassi­
nation on April 4, 1968: "I am
deeply moved by your courage in
fasting as your personal sacrifice for
justice through nonviolence."

Since her husband's death,
Coretta Scott King continued his
as well as her own personal com­
mitment to the farm worker cause
by visiting Chavez on two dra-

matic occasions: when he was in
jail in Salinas in December 1970
and in the midst of his 24-day fast
in Arizona in 1972.

MLK, as the fund is familiarly
known, grew out of an idea
Chavez had about negotiating con­
tracts with a special clause that
would go beyond the usual hours,
wages, and working conditions and
would provide services for farm
workers to enhance their social
development.

The first contract calling for a
small per-hour contribution to the
Farm Worker Fund, as it was
known then, was the Steinberg
grape contract negotiated on April
3, 1970. That fund grew for almost
four years until MLK was
established.

MLK came into existence when
an "agreement and declaration of
trust" was signed with growers on
December 18, 1973. The first trus­
tees were two union representa­
tives, Cesar Chavez and Gilbert
Padilla; two employers, Eli M.
Black of InterHarvest, Inc. and
William M. Kelly, Jr. of Coca-Cola;
and, representing the public inter­
est, Monsignor George C. Higgins.

The first executive director was
Anna Andreini, who held the posi­
tion until March 30, 1976, when
Richard Chavez succeeded her.
After his resignation, Ann
McGregor, the current executive
director, was appointed on April
12, 1980.

The general purpose of MLK in
the original trust document was to
provide "educational and chari­
table benefits and services to farm
workers and their families." That
purpose has been translated into
the hackbone of MLK, a network
of "campesino centers" in Califor­
nia, Arizona, and Florida.

The work of these centers
enu )mpasses the whole range of

problems faced by farm workers
and their families. Last year each
campesino center averaged 300
cases a month. A crucial part of
the MLK philosophy, however, is
that, through the services provided,
workers learn to help themselves
and, in turn, help other workers.

Besides the campesino centers,
MLK operates several youth pro­
jects, including a pilot pre-school
Montessori program, the Reyna
Lujan Olivas School.

Among its other projects, a
major one sponsored by MLK is
KUFW-FM, Radio Campesina, the
first farm worker educational sta­
tion in California. It started hroad­
casting in Spanish on May 1, 1983.
Located in Woodlake, it broadcasts
from 4 a.m. to midnight every day
and can reach a million listeners in
the San Joaquin Valley, when; an
estimated 250,000 farm workers
live.

El 18 de diciembre de 1973 se
estableci6 el Fondo para Cam­
pesinos Martin Luther King, Jr.,
bautizado asf para homar al
conocido martir de los derechos
civiles.

El Fondo creci6 de la idea de
Cesar Chavez de que los con­
tratos de trabajo campesino
incluyeran mas previsiones que
las basicas de sueldos, horas y
condiciones de trabajo.
Clausulas que dieran a los
campesinos medios para su
desarrollo social y econ6mico.

El prop6sito original del MLK
fue el de "proveer beneficios
educacionales y caritativos y
servicios para el campesino y su
familia." Cada servicio prestado
en sus centros de California,
Arizona y Florida \leva la
filosoffa basica de que el
campesino aprenda con ello a
ayudarse a sf mismo, y luego a
los demas.



THE ROBERT F. KENNEDY FARM WORKERS MEDICAL PLAN

~ birth of a medical plan for
.Lh~arm workers was long, long

overdue. More than a hundred
years. And the birth pangs, when
they finally began, were painful.
The huge DiGiorgio Fruit Corpora­
tion and the Teamsters saw to
that.

On August 31, 1966, after
DiGiorgio, the Teamsters, and
their powers-that-be pals finally
exhausted their vast reservoir of
illegal and immoral maneuvers to
avoid a humiliating election loss to
that upstart Cesar Chavez and his
gang of Chavistas, the union (then
the UFWOC) defeated the T eam­
sters in a widely publicized elec­
tion, 530-331.

Finally, after several months of
contract negotiations almost as
painful as the election, DiGiorgio
was forced to accept an arbitrator's
decision and signed a contract in
1967 - the first one calling for a
grower contribution to a farm
worker medical plan. The very first
check issued in August 1969 was
for a maternity claim. A touching
irony.

The medical plan was first named
"The Health and Welfare Trust
Fund." The original trust docu­
ments were signed by union and
grower trustees on September 17,
1968. Shortly after that, the
trustees voted to name the fund
"The Robert F. Kennedy Farm
Workers Medical Plan" in honor of
Senator Kennedy, assassinated by
Sirhan Sirhan on June 5, 1968.
Naming the fund in his honor
resulted from the deep bond
between him and farm workers
that began with his aggressive
questioning of growers and law of­
ficials during the U.S. Senate hear­
ngs in March 1966 and culminated
in his presence at the Mass ending
Chavez' 25-day fast against
violence in Delano on March 11,
1968.

From the 10-cent an hour con­
tribution rate DiGiorgio and other
growers paid under early contracts,
the first modest benefits were $5
for an office visit, $50 for X-rays
and lab work, $300 for maternity,
and $200 for hospitalization. Now
the highest contribution rate for
the best of several different benefit
options is $1.07 an hour.

Gradually, as more contracts
were negotiated, contributions
increased, and in 1980 RFK was
able to offer better benefits: office
visit, $25; X-rays and labor work,
$300; basic surgery, $1,000; basic
hospital, $1,500; major medical,
$20,000; life insurance benefit,
$6,000; death benefit, $2,000;
vision and dental care; and an
easy-to-use prescription-drug plan
in cooperation with more than 500
unionized Thrifty Drug Stores in
the western states.

Crucial for farm workers, whose
work is seasonal, is a self-pay provi­
sion that allows them to pre-pay a
certain amount per month to be
eligible for coverage during the
months they are out of work.

Since the first claim was paid in
August 196G, RFK has paid out
nearly 100 million dollars; more
than $58 million of that W8S

dishursed after the benefits were
increased in 1980.

There have been only four
administrators since the medical
plan began: Leroy Chatfield,
1969-73; Jack Quigley, 1973-74;
Ralph Magana, 1974-80; and the
current administrator, Kent Win­
terrowd, who was appointed in
June 1980.

Current union trustees are Cesar
Chavez, Dolores Huerta, Peter
Velasco, David Martinez, and
Frank Ortiz. Representing growers
are John Broad of Christian
Brothers, William Smeds of Smeds
and Sons, and Shah Kazemi of
Monterey Mushrooms.

Despues de duras batallas
contra los Teamsters y los ran­
cheros, en 1967 la compania
DiGiorgio fue obligada a firmar
un contrato, el primero con un
plan medico campesino. Fue
hasta agosto de 1969 que se
pago el primer caso, uno de
maternidad.

El 17 de septiembre de 1968,
los regidores del plan votaron
en nombrar al plan: "E1 Plan
Medico para Campesinos
Robert F. Kennedy" en honor
del Senador Kennedy, asesinado
en 1968, y quien fue un amigo
verdadero del campesino.

El Plan Medico RFK fue con­
cebido por Cesar Chavez como
una forma de cubrir a los cam­
pesinos migratorios y sus
familias con e1 mejor servicio
medico posible; y en la forma
mas economica posible.

El plan ha protegido a miles
de miembros de la Union y sus
familias. Su trabajo es impor­
tante el cual seguira adelante.



· THE JUAN DE LA CRiJZ FARM WORKERS PENSION FUND

~e tears 01 griel shed alter
~~~-year-oldJuan de la Cruz,

the union's third martyr, was shot
to death on a picket line near
Arvin on August 17, 1973, turned
to tears of joy nearly 10 years later
during a deeply moving ceremony
at the historical Forty Acres in
Delano on June 27, 1983.

That evening, before a big crowd
of farm workers packed into the
field office hall, UFW President
Cesar Chavez called out the name
of Felicisimo Benitez Abad, one of
the original Filipino strikers who
began the great grape strike in
1965. The dignified little gentle­
man, all five feet and four inches
of him, rose from his chair, walked
to the podium, shook hands with
Chavez, and received a check - as
everyone in the hall rose to their
feet, crying and applauding at the
same time.

It was applause heard round the
world. The unheard-of, the almost
unimaginable had happened:
"Freddie" Abad had just become
the first farm worker ever - in
California, in the U.S., in the
world - to retire from agricultural
work with a guaranteed monthly
pension. Unlike previous thou­
sands of aged farm workers left
penniless after being fired by

heartless growers for no longer
being able to keep up with young
workers, Abad would be able to
live out his last years in dignity.

In similar poignant ceremonies
on three successive nights in
Oxnard, Salinas, and Coachella,
Chavez, accompanied by Kent
Winterrowd, plan administrator,
distributed pension checks totaling
$101,000 to 59 more retirees. More
tears of joy. And more vindication
for the martyrdom of the man
whose name the pension fund
bears, the man who himself might
one day have retired in dignity had
he not been violently and prema­
turely deprived of his life: Juan de
la Cruz.

The pension plan had a humble
beginning in 1973, with only four
UFW contracts requiring grower
contributions of 1 cent per lug
(box of grapes) and only a total of
$10,000 accumulated in the first
year. After the second year, the
total grew to $100,000, and the
pension trust was created and
signed on August 19, 1975. Today
almost all contracts call for per­
hour contributions ranging from 18
to 25 cents, and the total reserves,
as of May 1, 1987, were $39,000,000.

Since the first 60 retirees were
presented their pension checks in
June 1983, the number has grown
to 447. Since then, the total paid
out, as of May 1, 1987, was
$1,497,015.33.

The JDLC pension plan is a
multi-employer plan, which is a
necessity for farm workers. It
means that, even though they
work for several different
employers, all their hours worked
can be applied toward their pen­
sion. The pension plan is also a
non-contributory plan, which

means that all monies are paid into
the fund by the employers, not by
the employees. The plan was
approved by the Internal Revenue
Service on May 22, 1980.

The current union trustees are
Cesar Chavez, Dolores Huerta,
Peter Velasco, David Martinez,
and Frank Ortiz. Employer trustees
are William Smeds of Smeds and
Sons and Shah Kazemi of Monte­
rey Mushrooms.

Kent Winterrowd, also the
administrator of the Robert F.
Kennedy Farm Workers Medical
Plan, is the current administrator
and has been since the pension
plan started. The attorney for hoth
JDLC and RFK is Frank Denison.

Hubo un campesino Hamado
Jucin de la Cruz. Defensor de
los derechos suyos y de sus
companeros. E1 17 de agosto de
1973 fue ba1aceado en e1 cora­
z6n durante una linea de
piquete en Arvin. Su nombre
qued6 estampado en 1a mente
de los campesinos que 1uchan
por una vida mejor, pero su
nombre queda permanente por­
que esta en el "Plan de Pensi6n
para Campesinos Juan de la
Cruz."

Gracias a 1a lucha inter­
minable, ya los campesinos
pueden jubilarse con dignidad.
E1 primer cheque de pensi6n fue
entregado el 27 de junio de
1983 en los 40 Acres de Delano
al campesino Felicisimo Abad,
uno de los primeros huelgistas
de 1965.

Cada ana mas campesinos
Hegan a 1a edad de retiro y
pueden tener su vejez tranquila,
porque cada mes recibiran su
cheque de pensi6n.



NATIONAL FARM WORKERS SERVICE CENTER, INC.

I t is remarkable that, in the
months leading up to the

founding of the National Farm
Workers Service Center in Novem­
ber 1966, leaders of the farm
worker movement had time even
to think about, much less establish,
a new entity.

At that time, the little house in
Delano serving as the headquarters
of the National Farm Workers
Association was anything but an
ideal site for planning - it was a
hot spot of feverish activity.

The major preoccupations in
those months were the U.S. Senate
Subcommittee hearings; the NFWA­
AWOC merger; the 300-mile
march to Sacramento; the bitter
election dispute at DiGorgio; trips
by Chavez to lead melon strikers
in Texas; the Perelli-Minetti boy­
cott; and, during all that and
more, the Delano grape strike and
its 24-hour-a-day activities: main­
taining picket lines, arranging food
caravans, and holding fundraisers.

But somehow the NFWSC plan­
ning got done, and on November
15, 1966, the articles of incorpora­
tion were signed by the first direc­
tors: Cesar Chavez, Dolores Huerta,
Richard Chavez, Andy Imutan,
and Larry !tliong. At the first
meeting two weeks later, the offi­
cers elected were: Dolores Huerta,
president; Larry Itliong, vice­
president; Marion Moses, secretary;
Rev. Keith Kenney, treasurer; and
LeRoy Chatfield, executive director.

At that same meeting, additional
directors were nominated and
elected: William L. Kircher, Rev.
Eugene Boyle, Msgr. Gerald F.
Cox, Rev. James Drake, Dr.
Jerome Lackner, Rev. Chris Hart­
mire, Paul Schrade, and Gilbert
Padilla. Current NFWSC officers
are Cesar Chavez, president; Alicia

Hernandez, secretary; and Terry
Vasquez, chief financial officer.

The first broad purpose of the
NFWSC was "to engage exclusively
in charitable and educational acti­
vities with farm workers" and pro­
vide them "medical, educational,
and welfare services."

The pioneering spirit of the
NFWSC was a centrifugal force
that later spun off separate pro­
grams and entities. For example,
the network of service centers
NFWSC established to carry out
its goals later became the specialized
work of the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Farm Workers Fund. Another
of the earliest NFWSC programs,
to assess and meet the medical
needs of farm workers, led to the
opening of the first clinic in
Delano in 1972. Subsequently,
medical clinics became the concern
of a new entity, the National Farm
Workers Health Group.

Similarly, NFWSC's pioneering
efforts to improve communication
among the various organizations
serving farm workers eventually led
to the creation of Farm Workers
Communications, Inc. NFWSC
also carried out a feasibility study
and procured the funds for the
development of Radio Campesina.

Educational programs have also
been a main concern of NFWSC
from the earliest days to the pre­
sent. These include the first day­
care programs and schools in
Delano and, subsequently, pro­
grams in language, mechanics, and
printing administered under the
Farm Worker Institute for Educa­
tion and Leadership Development
(FIELD). NFWSC also initiated the
Fred Ross Farm Worker Educa­
tional Center to educate negoti­
ators and contract administrators.

A continuing NFWSC: preoccu­
pation with developing qU;llit\·
farm \\'orker housing is hest l'xem­
plifiL\d hy the estahlishment of the
Paolo Aghayani Village, a farm
worker retirement center built in
Dclr1l10 in 1974, and by recent
housi ng projects in Parlier (Rene
Lopez Estates, 70 houses, and La
Paz Villas, 80 apartments) and
Fresno (Casa Serena, 35 apart­
ments, and another large apart­
ment complex currently under
development).

No importo que la reden
nacida Union en 1966 tuviera
actividades febriles: de todos
modas los lideres del movi­
miento campesino decidieron
formar e1 Centro de Servicio
Nacional Campesino (NFWSC).
EI 15 de noviembre de 1966, los
articulos de Incorporacion
fueron firmados par sus pri­
meros directores: Cesar E.
Chavez, Dolores Huerta,
Richard Chavez, Andy Imutan
y Larry !tliong.

E1 primer amplio proposito de
brindar servicios educacionales,
sociales y caritativos a los
campesinos, dieron como pauta
la creacion de otras organiza­
ciones y medias de comunica­
cion, incluyendo clinicas
medicas.

EI NFWSC creo programas
infantiles, de idiomas, de
organizaci6n y de imprenta.
Tambien construy6 la Villa de
Retiro Agbayani en Delano, y
recientemente se encarg6 de los
proyectos de viviendas en Par­
lier y Fresno.



We also credit the many photographers through
whose eyes we have been able to visually record our
history. We regret that we are unable to credit each
individually. We are grateful to all the other people
who assisted in the publication of this commemorative
book.
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No burden too heavy ...





ADDITIONAL SPONSORS·

Silver Eagle Sponsors

American Federation of Teachers
Los Angeles, CA

Bronze Eagle Sponsors

California Federation of Teachers
Miles Myers, President

Oakland, CA

Black Eagle Sponsors

Robert & Maryalice Bigham
Burlingame, CA

Brotherhood of Railway, Airline &
Steamship Clerks, Freight Handlers,
Express & Station Employees,
District #854
Richard M. Cota, District Chairman
Gilroy, CA

Mollie M. Caesar
Philadelphia, PA

Conference of Personal Managers
Los Angeles, CA

John Downes
Austin, TX

International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers, Local 11
Floyd F. Henke, Business-Mgr.,
Financial Secretary
Los Angeles, CA

New York Hotel & Motel
Trades Council, AFL-CIO
Vito J. Pitta, President
New York, NY

Ed Padilla & Kathy Mannes
Association of Psychiatric
Social Workers, Local 2712
Los Angeles, CA

Romana Burke
Oak Park, IL

Richmond Federation of
Teachers, Local 866, AFT

San Jose Auto Mechanics
Union, Local 1101
San Jose, CA

Taxi Drivers & Allied
Workers Union, Local 3036,
SEIU
Long Island City, NY

Note: Organizations listen in the Commemorative Journal and on
this addendum are for identification purposes only.

*Names received after the printing of the Commemorative Journal.
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